
FUNDING STREAMS IN THE NSW DEFENCE MARKET 
Funding & support available for defence industry to work with NSW universities

APR.INTERNSHIPS
$10K DIN voucher  towards 
internship costs granted to NSW-
based defence businesses to 
access high-end expert PhD skills.

TRL 1-7

AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH COUNCIL
LINKAGE PROJECTS
Funding between $50K to $300K 
per year for 2-5 years to promote 
research alliances between 
academics and industry.

TRL 3-8

COOPERATIVE RESEARCH CENTRES
PROJECT GRANTS (CRC-P)
$100K- $3M over 3 years for  
industry-identified and led 
collaborative research projects to 
develop a product or service that 
will solve industry’s problems.

TRL 3-8

INNOVATION CONNECTIONS
Up to $50K in matched funding 
for businesses to address 
technology and knowledge 
gaps by collaborating with the 
research sector. 

TRL 1-7

DIN SEED PROJECT GRANTS 
Competitive matching funding 
up to $50k to support 
collaboration between small-to-
medium enterprises and NSW 
universities.

TRL 2-8

NSW PHYSICAL SCIENCES FUND
$200k - $5M to support 
development and 
commercialisation of high impact 
technologies in NSW.

TRL 4-8

NEXT GEN TECHNOLOGIES FUND (NGTF) 
$730M available until 2026 in 9 
priority areas. NGTF is a forward-
looking program focusing on 
research in emerging and future 
technologies that may deliver on 
a time horizon greater than 10 
years.

TRL 1-5

DEFENCE INNOVATION HUB
$640M over the decade in 
maturing and developing 
technologies that have moved 
from the early science stages into 
the engineering and 
development stages of the 
innovation process. Grants 
support collaborative teams.

TRL 4-8

KEY: NSW Government funding Australian Government funding

COLLABORATION EXPLORATORY

TRL Technology Readiness Level

STRATEGIC

CSIRO SIEF ROSS METCALF STEM + 
BUSINESS FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
Up to $115K per annum, 
matched by an SME, towards a 
salary costs of the Early Career 
Research Fellow working on an 
industry-led project scoped for 2-
3 years.

TRL 1-9

EMERGING

https://aprintern.org.au/voucher-din/
https://www.arc.gov.au/grants/linkage-program/linkage-projects
https://www.business.gov.au/assistance/cooperative-research-centres-programme/cooperative-research-centres-projects-crc-ps
https://www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Entrepreneurs-Programme/Innovation-Connections
https://defenceinnovationnetwork.com/din-seed-project-grant-scheme-call-for-proposals/
https://www.chiefscientist.nsw.gov.au/investing-in-science/physical-science-fund-2019
https://www.dst.defence.gov.au/nextgentechfund
https://www.business.gov.au/centre-for-defence-industry-capability/defence-innovation/defence-innovation-hub
https://sief.org.au/csiro-gift/promotion-of-science/stembusiness-fellowship-program/


OTHER DEFENCE R&D FUNDING

CAPABILITY GRANT IMPROVEMENT
$5K-$250K grant to reimburse up to half 
of the cost of engaging a consultant to 
implement recommendations of CDIC 
facilitation report.

SOVEREIGN INDUSTRIAL CAPABILITY PRIORITY
GRANT
$50K-$1M matched funding grant for 
SMEs to invest in projects that build 
capabilities aligned with Defences 
Sovereign Industrial Capability Priorities.

DEFENCE GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS GRANT
$15K-$150K matched funding grant for 
SMEs to invest in projects that build 
defence export capability.

GRANT CHALLENGES PROGRAM
$100K-$1M funding per year to address 
tough Defence needs requiring 
collaborative, cross-disciplinary 
research effort. Program brings 
together businesses, academics and 
DST scientists.

DEFENCE COOPERATIVE RESEARCH CENTRES
$100- $150M to set up research centres 
(5-7 years period) focused on a high-
priority technology with the potential to 
have a game-changing effect on 
defence. Links SMEs, academia and 
DST.

US-AUSTRALIA INTERNAT. MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
UNIVERSITY RESEARCH INITIATIVE (AUSMURI)
Up to $3M over 3 years grants open to 
Australian universities involved in US 
MURI program to strengthen research 
capacity, skills and global network.

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH NETWORKS (URNs)
Funding available for 3-5 years cross-
disciplinary projects to develop future 
Defence capabilities. URNs bring 
together researchers from multiple 
universities and DST scientists.

STRATEGIC RESEARCH PROGRAM
On going strategic research program 
with aim to develop game-changing 
capabilities by using partners from 
across innovation enterprise. Further 
funding can be secured from NGTF.

SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH FOR 
DEFENCE (SBIRD)
Program for SMEs running in 2 stages. 
$100K over 6-9 months available to do 
a feasibility study of technology. $750K 
over 12-24 months is available to test 
technology against the Defence 
application.

DEFENCE RESEARCH ACCELERATOR
Support for start-up community with 
interest in Defence to develop 
technology that can be applied to 
known problems in unexpected ways.

TECHNOLOGY FORESIGHTING
Program brings together internationally 
recognised leaders and academics to 
consider current defence environment 
and forecast future challenges.

CENTRE FOR DEFENCE INDUSTRY CAPABLITY FUNDING

DEFENCE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY GROUP (DSTG) FUNDING

CONTACT US TO FIND OUT MORE: info@defenceinnovationnetwork.com | www.defenceinovationnetwork.com

https://www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Centre-for-Defence-Industry-Capability-Capability-Improvement-Grants
https://www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Sovereign-Industrial-Capability-Priority-Grants
https://www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Defence-Global-Competitiveness-Grants
https://www.business.gov.au/Centre-for-Defence-Industry-Capability/Defence-Innovation/Next-Generation-Technologies-Fund/Collaboration-vehicles/Defence-Cooperative-Research-Centres
https://www.business.gov.au/assistance/us-australia-international-multidisciplinary-university-research-initiative
https://www.business.gov.au/Centre-for-Defence-Industry-Capability/Defence-Innovation/Next-Generation-Technologies-Fund/Collaboration-vehicles/University-Research-Networks
https://www.business.gov.au/Centre-for-Defence-Industry-Capability/Defence-Innovation/Next-Generation-Technologies-Fund/Collaboration-vehicles/Strategic-Research-Program
https://www.dst.defence.gov.au/sites/default/files/basic_pages/documents/Next%20Gen%20Tech%20Fund%20-%20SBIRD.pdf
https://www.business.gov.au/Centre-for-Defence-Industry-Capability/Defence-Innovation/Next-Generation-Technologies-Fund/Collaboration-vehicles/Defence-Research-Accelerator
https://www.business.gov.au/centre-for-defence-industry-capability/defence-innovation/next-generation-technologies-fund/collaboration-vehicles/technology-foresighting
mailto:info@defenceinnovationnetwork.com
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